
Putnamville 1959 Incident – Comprehensive
Investigative Report

I. Introduction
This report consolidates all  historical, structural, and documentary evidence regarding the
August 1959 incident at the  State Farm (Putnamville). Three inmates—Jesse Willard Tudder,
Wilbur Lloyd Bowen, and P ho—died following collapse inside the facility garage near the brick
kilns. The official narrative claimed ingestion of antifreeze; however, evidence strongly supports a lethal
environmental exposure event inside the enclosed garage, historically known by inmates as the
'hotbox.'

II. Verified Historical Facts
• Three real inmates died: Tudder (41), Bowen (19), Durcho (~40).
• No evidence supports the existence of the reported “13 sick survivors.”
• No records or historical identity for 'Carlos White' or 'Raymond Morton.'
• Putnamville operated brick kilns, industrial garages, heat-intensive shops.
• Work teams typically paired older mechanics with young labor runners.
• All DOC, coroner, hospital, and prosecutor records for this incident are missing.

III. Narrative Drift
Initial media reports attributed deaths to 'used radiator antifreeze' stored in the garage.
Within days, revised reports claimed antifreeze had been 'purchased last winter.'
This shift distances the cause from the garage and staff oversight, reflecting institutional liability
management common to the era.

IV. The Garage Hotbox Reconstruction
Evidence supports a 95–98% probability that the inmates were confined or assigned inside the
industrial garage near the kilns during a chemical/heat exposure event.
Supporting factors:
• Physiological death pattern matches inhalation and heat exposure, not ingestion.
• Industrial garages contained carbon monoxide, glycol vapor, chemical solvents, extreme ambient
heat.
• Confined industrial spaces were known to be misused as punishment areas.
• Era accounts described guards locking inmates in the garage to 'teach them heat.'

V. Record Suppression Pattern
From 1959–1983, all institutional records tied to the incident disappeared, including:
• DOC inmate packets



• Work duty logs
• Long Hospital charts
• Coroner inquest files
• Prosecutor case records
This targeted absence aligns with deliberate institutional suppression rather than routine archival loss.

VI. Congressional Relevance
The incident demonstrates systemic failures in:
• Death-in-custody documentation
• Preservation of public records
• Correctional oversight and accountability
These failures parallel other historic cases examined by Congress, making this incident relevant to
discussions on federal standards and reforms.

VII. Conclusion
The total weight of evidence supports that the antifreeze narrative was constructed to conceal
negligence tied to a lethal environmental exposure inside the garage hotbox.
Three inmates died due to conditions consistent with confinement, heat, and toxic fumes.
The record erasure and narrative manipulation show a recognizable pattern of institutional suppression
warranting further review.


