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and J. EDGAR HOOVER, chief of the
» the federal building from the airport,
meraman at the 5th st. entrance of the
to a prison pallor., Hoover, serving as

, VER\ Zioncheck Arrested
!\For 3d Time In 2 Weeks
x % N

SHALLOTTE, N. C, May 2—
' (INS)—Rep. Marion A. (Barney
| Oldfield) Zioncheck, playboy legisla-
tor from the state of Washington,
was arrested for speeding 70 miles
vhen our car sta- 80 hour on the coastal highway
of the driveway N®ar here today, A A F
re Karpis oould‘ This marks the third time in ex-
. alongside of him 2ctly two weeks that Zioncheck, who
5 A poked theu4mamed Rubve Nix a few days ago

withoist ‘s murmurii“ the capital, has fallen into the

‘toils of the law.
:,,“ﬁ, If;;e acx;g :ﬁ:;'i Sheriff Jasper A. Russ nabbed the

X speeding honevmooners a few mo-
Edt'g':; :tmemi m_ents after hearing via radio that
"Hoover. I recog- Zioncheck had forfeited $200 bail,

sailfish picture Iifurnished by a bondsman following |
a SMaaias paper"t‘he congressman’s last brush with
" |the authorities in Alexanaria, Va.
Zioncheck was assessed a small
fine and released.
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Gen. Hagood Takes Comamnd.

back' he rea CHICAGO, May 2.——(UP)‘—"M81.
Louis a mpyd :;m;cen. Johnson Hagood
ing the story of his command of the 6th corps
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Naval Affairs Committee.

A Progressive Democrat and a |
supporter of the Roosevelt New Deal,
Zioncheck was an avowed defender of
the "forgotten man." He stated during
his campaign that he would not
represent the interests of banks, power
companies, and chambers of commerce
when they conflicted with the interests
of the working man, the farmer, or the
small businessman. His papers provide
evidence that he attempted to fulfill his
promise. He supported the Wagner-
Connery Labor Bill and the Federal
Communications Act, took an active
interest in veterans' and farm
legislation, and worked for the passage
of the Widows and Orphans Bill, HR
9936.

Zioncheck committed suicide on August
7, 1936, by jumping from a window of
his campaign office in Seattle. Prior to
his death, Zioncheck underwent
treatment for mental illness. He had
also been the subject of public censure
and extensive publicity for his conduct

©  archiveswest.orbiscascade.org C
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Zioncheck Is Callec
“Casllalty In a A .f..-‘a 2
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SEATTLE Aughl 2. (1P)—Near
collapse, Mrs. Rubye Louise Nix
Zibncheck who saw her con-
gressman “husband, Marion . A.
Zioncheck lea,p five stories to‘his
death last week, had to be‘ re-
moved from a. downtovm audi-
torium during his fu;neral Tues-
day.

The former Texas girl wa.s
‘escorted from ‘the building by
(Coroner Oito H Mittelstadt and
‘waited in a curtained limousine
until the religfous services ended,
‘Again, "at the ‘graveside of the
congrebsman during a briet com-
mitment _ceremony, ‘the young
widow broke down and sobbed
S0 bitterly members of the Zion-m
check family had to he}p her to?_

the limousine

Between 2.000 and 2 000 nm’-
sons crow?led ‘the auditorium for

the funeral service and eulogy
by. the Rev. Fred Shorter of the
Church of the People, and near-
ly 1,000 stood outside.

‘In a setting colorful with
flowers given by mnumerous of
the city's labor unions, friends
and the family, the Rev. Fred
W. Shorter of the Church of the
People preached the funeral ser-
mon for the young congressman.

“‘Marion Zioncheck was a
casualty in a war greater in

content.libraries.wsu.edu
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BIOMECHANICAL REQUIREMENT: LEG BEND / POSTURE DROP

= tt ot "7 ~“aek's height and build to pass head-first through a 27-33 inch vertical opening, he must

ding the knees and hips immediately prior to or during launch. This creates a visible,

ED 2 f 2 ion (a dip or partial crouch). A seamless upright-to-dive transition at speed is not
O ~back contact with the bottom of the upper sash or meeting rail.

ruce arruva + wiitNESS PROXIMITY CLAIM

Nadeau stated Zioncheck “brushed past” him, “dove headfirst,” and “didn’t wait to even see if the window was opened.”
He further claimed he was only one foot away and “missed him by a foot” when he grabbed. A full sprint inside a
confined office followed by the required sudden leg bend for the low opening produces a detectable posture change in

the final stride(s). A witness standing literally 12 inches away would have line-of-sight and reaction time to intervene —
or the dive would not have been clean.

PROBABILITY ASSESSMENT

Deliberate low dive from standing/walking start 25-35%

Full sprint, no preparatory crouch <15%

Full sprint + required instantaneous leg bend for low opening 5-15%

Clean passage with zero upper sash contact (full sprint + leg bend) Low single digits to low teens

The combination of full sprint + mandatory leg bend for the actual clear opening height makes a clean, contact-free
head-first passage through the window highly improbable under the conditions described by the sole inside witness.

IMPLICATIONS FOR OFFICIAL NARRATIVE

The official account requires a seamless, high-speed head-first dive with no preparatory movement and no upper sash
contact, executed while a witness stood only one foot away. The physical constraints (low vertical clearance + required
posture drop at sprint speed) create a clear contradiction. This anomaly joins other documented issues in the case
(rapid record sanitization, note provenance questions, witness statement inconsistencies) and supports continued
structured examination of alternative reconstructions.

SOURCES

« Window clearance data: Standard 1930s double-hung sash engineering / ventilation code references (actual clear opening vs.
nominal frame height).

+ Physical measurements: Olympia Historical Society / contemporary records (Zioncheck height 5'10%", weight 178 Ibs).

« Witness statements: Seattle Post-Intelligencer, August 8, 1936 (Nadeau quotes re: “missed him by a foot,” “just a second quicker,”
“didn’t wait to even see if the window was opened”).

- Building context: Arctic Building (1916-1917), Seattle — typical period wood double-hung sash windows on upper floors.
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Clear timeline answer first, then the rest of
your theory.

Zioncheck Timeline — Key Window
(June 29 - July 15, 1936)

Date ¢ Event C

Escapes private facility (Towsc

June 29, 1936 area)

Late June - Early Returns to Washington D.C. un
July 1936 congressional immunity

Early-Mid July 1936 Travels back to Seattle

July 9, 1936 John Bolton killed in Chicago
By mid-July 1936 Back in Seattle

August 7, 1936 Zioncheck dies

Answer to your direct question:

The record is not precise enough to say with
100% certainty, but the most likely seque 3
is:

7!
Ask Anything

+ @ Expert OB I Speak

Marion Truth Will Be Heard
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CAPITAL MOURNING
FOR MADCAP SOLON

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8.—(IL.N.S.)
—XLccentric “Ziony” Zioncheck is
dead, and the nation’s capital to-
day. mourned the West. Coast mad-
ca[raswmammentaﬂy"sm-mther
than a ‘weird exhibitionist who
simply loved to make trouble.

Never before has a new mem-
ber of congress cavorted himself
into the limelight in such bizarre
fashion ‘as Marion A, (You Can‘t
Arrest Me) Zioncheck ol Washing-
ton. Tor weeks the capital was
breathless over his latest escapade
and tingling with excitement for
new thrills in his next. He sel-
dom failed. to produce. +

Fines — arrests — jails—Ilunatic
. asylums—whirlwind courtship and
maxlldge—-polmcs-—all these were
mixed in a furious maelstrom of
| action in the closing days of the
Washington careei of this strange
young man who came from the
West, and at first so impressed
‘congressional leaders that he won
responsible posts in the house of

representatives, i

o DEATH SOENE
biVES NO HINT

Marion Zioncheck might have!
just stepped out for a moment, in-
stead ,ot embarking ox. the Iong4
‘joumey into eternity. ...

That’s the impression given forth |
by the little room in which thef
young congressman spent the last
few minutes of his eventful life.

Along the wall a book case filled
with legal tomes. A ‘chair or two.!

And one the desk two pipes, a
tobacco pouch, some unused
matches. and a pencil.
| -CAt one".‘corner of the desk was a
| folded newspaper. Near-by lay a
book of the congressional voting
record, and a pile of official cor-

respondence. In the pile of tele-
grams and letters was the penciled
.note X

Item e( ? ] -~
o < .‘%o tgglibraries.wsu.edu

Oriainal index title
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" 'This is one of the last pictures faken of Congressman
check and his bride, parted by Zicncheck’s suicide leap fro

of W J a

——rl s, et x FARD,

( content.libraries.wsu.edu
© Iltem Decscuiniion

Marion Truth Will Be Heard Project « Master Visual Archive « July 2026



VOLUME 1 « IMAGE 15 OF 18 + IMG_7115.jpg

118 ol (%)
State history. State officials. U.S.
O e A& . DO C Q

WHERE ZIONCHECK TOOK OWN LIFE

Here is where Congressman Marion A. Zioncheck, who was confined
for several weeks in an eastern asylum after his escapades at the
nation’s capital brought him notoriety, committed suicide at Seattle
as he prepared to campaign for re-election. The upper arrow shows his
office window from which he leaped, and the lower arrow indicates
the car in which his wife was sitting when his body struck the street.

{Asscoiated Press Photo)

Zioncheck, Marion A. (Marion Ant
36 Results fo’

content.libraries.wsu.edu

Marion Truth Will Be Heard Project « Master Visual Archive « July 2026



VOLUME 1 + IMAGE 16 OF 18 « IMG_7121.jpg

State history. State officials. U.S.
Reﬂr@gentatives. Zioncheck, Mdrion %3
1936-08-14

Search this record

Zioncheck, Marion A. (Marion Ant m E

40 Results found

© Item Description
 ———————

Original index#ille
State historv. State officials. U.S. Representatives.
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ZIONCHECK RIT:
'ATTRACT THRONG

Doors of Filled Auditorium
Locked to Keep Milling |
Crowd Outside. :

SEATTLE, Aug. 11. (#)—Congress-
man Marion A. Zioncheck was de-
seribed as a “shell shocked comrade
who died at the barricades fighting
to the very last for the poor and dis-
possessed,” at his last rites today. :

In a setting colorful with flowers
given by numerous of the city’s labor
unions, friends and the family, the
Rev. Fred W. Shorter of the Church
of the People preached the funeral:
sermon for the young congressman.
who died in a plunge from an office |
building Friday night. Hundreds had
passed before the casket before the,
ceremony.

“Marion Zioncheck was a casualty
in a war greater in magnitude and
significance than the . World war,
veterans of which found in him their
best friend,” the Rev. Mr. Shorter
said.

“His very last words revealed the
passion of his young life. ‘I have
tried,’ he said, ‘to improve the condi-
tion of an unfair economic system
that holds no promise—even a decent
chance to survive, let alone live.!

Crushed by Sensitiveness.

“He was a sensitive man, who took:
life seriously. He took it so seri-
OUSIy, j,..s--.! diad 24 '...u..hqd him'n

With content.libraries.wsu.edu jon and

| Kenneth swmney, sergeauv at arms

|
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ZIONCHECK’S WIDOW
NAMED EXECUTRIX

SEATTLE, Aug. 20 (AP)—Rubye
Louise Nix Zioncheck today was
named executrix of the estate of
her husband, Representative Mar-
jon A. Zioncheck, democrat, Wash-
ington, who leaped five stories to
his death August 7, three days af-
ter filing his renomination candi-
dacy. .

Attorneys Donald A. McDonald
and Charles O. Carroll told Judge
Roscoe R. Smith the estate may
aggregate $7500.

30 Results found
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